XVIII

Colonel Konovalof, who is still in Addis Ababa, has written
for me the story of the Emperor's last battle. He was, as I have
explained, the only European who saw it on the Ethiopian side.

The Emperor went into the battle-fire at Mai Chow because
his army was exhausted by the continual spraying with yperite,
which burnt their shoulders and feet, blinded them, and burnt
the mouths of their pack -animals when they chewed infected grass.

The Shoans were saying that they wanted to go home . , . to
look after their crops and houses . . , what was the object of
sitting at Korem under the gas? . . . they had come out to
beat the Italians and get their rifles and clothes, what profit was
it sitting and doing nothing when the fields were ripening at
home ?

It was impossible, for reasons of honour alone, for the
Emperor to retire without a battle. Retirement also would
encourage general revolt among the Galla and as far south as
Dessye.

He knew also that he could not attack in force, for his men
would be annihilated by the machine-guns and the artillery of
the enemy.

He decided therefore to attack the front posts of the enemy
before the road from Amba Alagi had^ been completed and the
Italians enabled to bring up their medium and heavy artillery.
He hoped to score a small victory, gather some loot for his soldiers,,
and withdraw into the mountains.

His plan was ruined by the gross inefficiency and procrastination
of his chiefs, who delayed eleven days before the battle could be
fought. The Italians have told me that they were informed of
the precise hour and direction of the Ethiopian attack and the
strength of the attacking columns. Konovalof, who was a
member of the late Czar's last military mission to Great Britain,
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